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(57) ABSTRACT

A damper control apparatus damps vibration of an unsprung
member by controlling a damping force of a damper in a
vehicle, the damper being interposed between a sprung
member and the unsprung member. The damper control
apparatus includes a vibration level detecting unit that
detects a vibration level serving as a magnitude of the
vibration of the unsprung member, and a stroke speed
detecting unit that detects a stroke speed of the damper. The
damper control apparatus further includes a command value
calculating unit that determines a control command value,
the control command value is a command value for con-
trolling the damping force of the damper on the basis of the
vibration level of the unsprung member and the stroke speed
of the damper.

13 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets
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1
DAMPER CONTROL APPARATUS

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a damper control appa-
ratus.

BACKGROUND ART

A conventional damper control apparatus controls a
damping force of a damper interposed between a sprung
member and an unsprung member of a vehicle. The damper
control apparatus controls the damping force of the damper
by focusing on an expansion/contraction displacement and
an expansion/contraction speed of the damper, for example.
This type of damper control apparatus suppresses rattling of
the unsprung member by determining whether the damper is
decelerating or accelerating, and increasing a control gain so
that the damper generates a large damping force when the
damper is decelerating. When the damper is accelerating, on
the other hand, the damper control apparatus improves a
road surface following performance of the unsprung mem-
ber by reducing the control gain so that the damper generates
a small damping force. As a result, passenger comfort in the
vehicle is improved (see JP2007-210590A).

A different type of damper control apparatus controls the
damping force of the damper by focusing on a frequency and
an amplitude of an expansion/contraction acceleration of the
damper, for example. This type of damper control apparatus
improves the passenger comfort of the vehicle by determin-
ing a road surface condition, selecting an appropriate damp-
ing force map for the road surface condition, and controlling
the damping force of the damper in accordance with the
selected damping force map (see JP2002-144837A).

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

Although the damper control apparatuses described above
use different control methods, both improve the passenger
comfort of the vehicle by performing control that is appro-
priate for a vibration condition of the unsprung member.

With the technique disclosed in JP2007-210590A, how-
ever, a damping force target value is simply determined by
multiplying the expansion/contraction speed by the expan-
sion/contraction displacement and then multiplying a result-
ing value by a control gain that is commensurate with the
value, without taking the magnitude of the vibration into
account. Likewise with the technique disclosed in JP2002-
144837A, the damping force is simply increased by increas-
ing a current command steadily as the road surface deterio-
rates. With the damper control apparatuses described above,
therefore, control corresponding to the magnitude of the
vibration of the unsprung member is not performed, leaving
room for improvement in the passenger comfort of the
vehicle.

It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide
a damper control apparatus that improves passenger comfort
in a vehicle.

A damper control apparatus according to an embodiment
of the present invention is configured to damp vibration of
an unsprung member by controlling a damping force of a
damper in a vehicle, the damper being interposed between a
sprung member and the unsprung member. The damper
control apparatus includes a vibration level detecting unit
configured to detect a vibration level, the vibration level
serving as a magnitude of vibration of the unsprung member,
and a stroke speed detecting unit configured to detect a
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stroke speed of the damper. The damper control apparatus
also includes a command value calculating unit configured
to determine a control command value on the basis of the
vibration level of the unsprung member and the stroke speed
of'the damper, the control command value being a command
value for controlling the damping force of the damper.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a view showing a configuration of a damper
control apparatus according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 2 is a view illustrating a system of an object serving
as a detection subject.

FIG. 3 is a view showing a configuration of a vibration
level detecting unit.

FIG. 4 is a view illustrating a resultant vector of a first
reference value and a second reference value.

FIG. 5 is a view illustrating a locus of the first reference
value and the second reference value and a locus of the first
reference value and a third reference value.

FIG. 6 is a view showing example of maps set in a
command value calculating unit.

FIG. 7 is a view showing damping characteristics of a
damper at respective vibration levels of the unsprung mem-
ber.

FIG. 8 is a view showing a relationship between a current
amount and a damping coefficient, which is stored in a
damping force adjustment unit.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

An embodiment of the present invention will be described
below with reference to the attached figures.

In this embodiment, as shown in FIG. 1, a damper control
apparatus E controls a damping force generated by a damper
D provided in a vehicle. The damper D is interposed
between a sprung member B and an unsprung member W
constituting the vehicle. The damper D includes a damping
force adjustment unit 4 that generates the damping force in
response to an expansion/contraction operation of the
damper D.

The damper control apparatus E includes a vibration level
detecting unit 1 that detects a vibration level r indicating a
magnitude of vibration of the unsprung member W, and a
stroke speed detecting unit 2 that detects a stroke speed Vd
of the damper D. The damper control apparatus E also
includes a command value calculating unit 3 that determines
a control command value I on the basis of the vibration level
r of the unsprung member W, the vibration level r being
detected by the vibration level detecting unit 2, the control
command value I being a command line for controlling the
damping force of the damper D, and the stroke speed Vd of
the damper D, detected by the stroke speed detecting unit 2.
The damper control apparatus E further includes a driving
unit 5 that supplies a current to the damping force adjust-
ment unit 4 in accordance with the control command value
1 determined by the command value calculating unit 3.

In this example, the damper D is provided in the vehicle
s0 as to be interposed between the sprung member B and the
unsprung member W and disposed parallel to a suspension
spring VS. The sprung member B is elastically supported by
the suspension spring VS. The unsprung member W includes
a vehicle wheel and a link, which are attached to the sprung
member B to be capable of swinging.
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As shown in FIG. 2, the damper D is constituted by a fluid
pressure damper, for example.

In FIG. 2, the damper D includes a cylinder 12, a piston
13 inserted into the cylinder 12 to be free to slide, and a
piston rod 14 inserted into the cylinder 12 to be free to move
and coupled to the piston 13. The damper D further includes
two pressure chambers 15 and 16 defined within the cylinder
12 by the piston 13, a passage 17 connecting the respective
pressure chambers 15 and 16 to each other, and the damping
force adjustment unit 4, which applies a resistance force to
a flow of fluid passing through the passage 17. With this
configuration, the damper D forms a fluid pressure damper.

When fluid charged into the pressure chambers 15 and
passes through the passage 17 in response to an expansion/
contraction operation of the damper D, resistance is applied
to the fluid passing through the passage 17 by the damping
force adjustment unit 4. Accordingly, a damping force for
suppressing the expansion/contraction operation of the
damper D is generated, and as a result, relative movement
between the sprung member B and the unsprung member W
can be suppressed.

In this example, a magnetorheological fluid is used as the
fluid charged into the pressure chambers 15 and 16. The
damping force adjustment unit 4 is configured to be capable
of applying a magnetic field to the passage 17, and adjusts
the magnitude of the magnetic field applied to the passage 17
in accordance with a current amount supplied thereto from
the driving unit 5 of the damper control apparatus E.
Accordingly, the resistance force applied to the flow of
magnetorheological fluid passing through the passage 17
varies, and as a result, the damping force of the damper D
can be varied.

Hence, the damper control apparatus E controls the damp-
ing force of the damper D by increasing and reducing the
current supplied to the damping force adjustment unit 4.

It should be noted that when an electrorheological fluid is
used as the fluid, the damping force adjustment unit 4 may
be configured to be capable of applying an electric field to
the passage 17. For example, the damping force adjustment
unit 4 varies the damping force generated by the damper D
by adjusting the magnitude of the electric field in accordance
with a voltage supplied thereto from the damper control
apparatus E so as to vary the resistance force applied to the
fluid flowing through the passage 17.

Furthermore, working oil, water, an aqueous solution, a
gas, and so on may be used as the fluid instead of the
magnetorheological fluid or electrorheological fluid
described above. In these cases, the damping force adjust-
ment unit 4 is constituted, for example, by a damping valve
that varies a flow passage area of a passage (not shown)
newly provided in the damper D, and an actuator having a
high control response, such as a solenoid, that can adjust the
flow passage area of the passage by driving a valve body of
the damping valve. The damper control apparatus E adjusts
the flow passage area of the passage by increasing and
reducing a current amount applied to the actuator, with the
result that the resistance force applied to the fluid flowing
through the passage varies. In so doing, the damper control
apparatus E can adjust the damping force generated by the
damper D.

Further, when the fluid is a liquid and the damper D is a
single rod type damper, a gas chamber, a reservoir, and so on
are provided in the damper D to compensate for a volume by
which the piston rod 14 enters and exits the cylinder 12.
When a gas is used as the fluid instead of a liquid, the gas
chamber, reservoir, and so on need not be provided.
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Alternatively, a uniflow type damper may be used as the
damper D. In this case, a reservoir is provided in the damper
D, and the damper D is configured such that the fluid is
discharged from the interior of the cylinder 12 through a
passage communicating with the reservoir during both
expansion and contraction of the damper D. The damping
force adjustment unit 4 is provided midway in the passage
extending from the cylinder 12 to the reservoir, and the
damping force is generated by applying resistance to the
flow of the fluid.

Furthermore, an electromagnetic damper that generates
the damping force for suppressing relative movement
between the sprung member B and the unsprung member W
using an electromagnetic force may be used as the damper
D instead of the configurations described above. For
example, the electromagnetic damper may be constituted by
a motor and a motion conversion mechanism that converts
a rotary motion of the motor into a linear motion, or by a
linear motor. When the damper D is an electromagnetic
damper, the damping force adjustment unit 4 functions as a
motor driving apparatus that adjusts a current flowing to the
motor or the linear motor.

The vibration level detecting unit 1, the command value
calculating unit 3, and the damping force adjustment unit 4
will now be described.

First, the vibration level detecting unit 1 will be described
in detail. To simplify the description, a principle of a method
used by the vibration level detecting unit 1 to detect the
vibration level of the unsprung member W will be described.

First, a case in which the vibration level of an object M
is detected by the vibration level detecting unit 1 in a system
shown in FIG. 3, in which the object M is supported by a
spring S, will be considered. FIG. 3 shows a spring mass
system in which the object M is supported elastically from
below in the figure by the spring S, which is attached
vertically to a base T.

Here, a method of detecting an overall vibration level of
the object M in an up-down direction of FIG. 3, or in other
words an orthogonal direction to a plane of the base T, will
be described. To detect the up-down direction vibration level
of the object M, it is necessary to obtain an up-down
direction speed of the object M, set the obtained value as a
first reference value a, and obtain a second reference value
b corresponding to a differential value or an integral value of
the first reference value a. The vibration level r of the
unsprung member W is then determined using the first
reference value a and the second reference value b.

In a case where the first reference value a is set as the
up-down direction speed of the object M, the up-down
direction speed of the object M may be obtained by, for
example, attaching an acceleration sensor to the object M,
detecting an up-down direction acceleration of the object M
using the acceleration sensor, and integrating the detected
up-down direction acceleration.

When an up-down direction displacement of the object M
corresponding to the integral value of the first reference
value a is set as the second reference value b, the up-down
direction displacement of the object M may be obtained by
integrating the first reference value a, and the obtained
displacement may be set as the second reference value b.

When a value corresponding to the differential value of
the first reference value a is set as the second reference value
b, or in other words when the second reference value b is set
to obtain the up-down direction acceleration of the object M,
the up-down direction acceleration may be obtained from
the aforementioned acceleration sensor, and the obtained
acceleration may be set as the second reference value b.
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Alternatively, the second reference value b may be obtained
by providing a differentiator and differentiating the first
reference value a.

Further, to enable detection of a vibration level of an
arbitrary frequency band, from among the vibration levels of
the detection subject object M, a detection subject frequency
component may be extracted from the first reference value
a and the second reference value b.

More specifically, the detection subject frequency com-
ponent of the first reference value a and the second reference
value b can be obtained by filtering the first reference value
a and second reference value b using a band pass filter or the
like. Basically, high-spectral-density vibration of the object
M can be extracted by employing a band pass filter that
extracts an identical frequency to a natural frequency of the
spring mass system constituted by the object M and the
spring S.

A band pass filter is capable of extracting only vibration
in a specific evaluation subject frequency band, and can
therefore be used to remove noise and the like superimposed
on the vibration of the object M. However, in a case where
the object M vibrates in a single period, for example, the
band pass filter may be omitted.

Incidentally, vibration of the object M at an arbitrary
frequency may be expressed by a sine wave. An arbitrary
frequency component of the first reference value a, i.e. the
speed of the object M, can also be expressed by a sine wave.
For example, when an arbitrary frequency component of the
first reference value a is expressed by sin wt (where w is an
angular frequency and t is time), —(1/w) cos wt is obtained
by integrating sin wt. Further, when an amplitude of the first
reference value a is compared with an amplitude of a
resulting integral value, the amplitude of the integral value
is 1/ times the first reference value a.

Hence, when the second reference value b corresponds to
the integral value of the first reference value a, respective
amplitudes of the first reference value a and the second
reference value b can be adjusted (corrected) to equal values
by multiplying the value corresponding to the integral value
of the first reference value a by ® using the angular fre-
quency o that matches the frequency extracted by the filter.

Further, when the second reference value b corresponds to
the differential value of the first reference value a, the
respective amplitudes of the first reference value a and the
second reference value b can be adjusted (corrected) to equal
values by multiplying the value corresponding to the differ-
ential value of the first reference value a by 1/w.

To determine the vibration level r, therefore, the angular
frequency w of the detection subject vibration is used to
correct the respective amplitudes of the first reference value
a and the second reference value b to identical values. When
the second reference value b corresponds to the integral
value of the first reference value a, the value corresponding
to the integral value of the first reference value a is multi-
plied by co, and when the second reference value b corre-
sponds to the differential value of the first reference value a,
the value corresponding to the differential value of the first
reference value a is multiplied by 1/w.

Next, the first reference value a and second reference
value b processed in the manner described above are plotted
on orthogonal coordinates, as shown in FIG. 4, whereupon
a length of a resultant vector U of the first reference value
a and second reference value b plotted on the orthogonal
coordinates is calculated and set as the vibration level r.

The length of the resultant vector U corresponds to a value
of a square root of a sum of squares of the first reference
value a and second reference value b, and can be determined
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from (a?+b?)"2. Alternatively, a root calculation may be
omitted such that a value (a’+b®) of a sum of squares is
determined as the length of the resultant vector U.

Hence, a value from which the length of the resultant
vector U can be estimated, or in other words a value having
a correlative relationship with the length of the resultant
vector U, may be determined and used as the vibration level
r. In so doing, a root calculation having a high load can be
avoided, and as a result, a calculation time can be shortened.

It should be noted that a value obtained by raising the
length of the resultant vector U to the power of z (where z
is an arbitrary value) and a value obtained by multiplying the
length by an arbitrary coefficient, while not directly match-
ing the length of the resultant vector U, are values from
which the length of the resultant vector U can be recognized.
Needless to mention, these values may also be used as the
vibration level r. In other words, any value from which the
length of the resultant vector U can be recognized may be
used as the vibration level r.

Here, when the object M is caused to vibrate by up-down
movement of the base T or by applying and removing
displacement to and from the object M, the spring S expands
and contracts such that one energy conversion from an
elastic energy of the spring S to a kinetic energy of the object
M and the other energy conversion from the kinetic energy
of the object M to the elastic energy of the spring S are
performed alternately. Therefore, in the absence of outside
disturbances, a speed of the object M when the object M is
maximally displaced from a neutral position is 0 (zero), and
when the object M is in the neutral position, the speed of the
object M is at a maximum. It should be noted that the neutral
position is a position of the object M when elastically
supported by the spring S in a static condition.

The respective amplitudes of the first reference value a
and the second reference value b are equalized by the
correction procedure described above such that the first
reference value a and the second reference value b deviate
from each other by a phase difference of 90 degrees. Hence,
when the vibration of the object M is not damped such that
the object M vibrates repeatedly in an identical manner, a
locus formed by the first reference value a and the second
reference value b ideally depicts a perfect circle, as shown
in FIG. 4. The vibration level r can be understood to be equal
to a radius of this circle.

It should be noted that in actuality, it may be impossible
to align the respective amplitudes with each other perfectly
due to an extraction precision of the filter, outside distur-
bances acting on the object M, and noise included in the first
reference value a, second reference value b, and so on.
However, the value of the vibration level r is substantially
equal to the radius of the aforementioned circle.

Hence, when the first reference value a representing the
speed of the object M is 0, an absolute value of the second
reference value b representing the displacement of the object
M takes a maximum value, and conversely, when the second
reference value b is 0, an absolute value of the first reference
value a takes a maximum value. Therefore, when the vibra-
tion condition of the object M does not vary, the vibration
level r ideally takes a fixed value.

In other words, the vibration level r is a value that serves
as an index expressing the vibration amplitude of the object
M, and therefore expresses the magnitude of the vibration.

As is evident from the procedures described above, when
calculating the vibration level r, there is no need to deter-
mine a wave height by sampling one of the displacement, the
speed, and the acceleration of the object M within a single
period, and only the displacement and speed of the object M
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need be obtained. Hence, the vibration level r can be
determined in a timely fashion. In other words, by detecting
the vibration level r in the manner described above, the
magnitude of the vibration of the object M can be detected
in a timely fashion and in real time.

The vibration level r may also be determined by setting
any relationship (combination) from among combinations of
the speed and acceleration of the object M, the acceleration
and an acceleration variation rate of the object M, and the
displacement of the object M and a value corresponding to
an integral value of the displacement as the first reference
value a and the second reference value b.

Likewise with these settings, the first reference value a
and the second reference value b deviate from each other by
a phase difference of 90 degrees, and therefore, by adjusting
(correcting) the second reference value b using the angular
frequency co of the detection subject vibration, the locus
obtained when the first reference value a and the second
reference value b are plotted on orthogonal coordinates
depicts a circle. The radius of the circle depicted on the
orthogonal coordinates is determined as the vibration level
r, and the vibration level r serves as an index expressing the
magnitude of the vibration.

In other words, by setting the first reference value a as any
one of the displacement, the speed, and the acceleration in
a direction matching a direction of the detection subject
vibration of the object M, and setting the second reference
value b as a value corresponding to the integral value or the
differential value of the first reference value a, the vibration
level r of the unsprung member W can be determined.

The first reference value a may be obtained by differen-
tiating or integrating a signal output from a sensor instead of
being obtained directly from the sensor.

The second reference value b may be obtained directly
from a sensor. For example, instead of obtaining the second
reference value b by differentiating or integrating the first
reference value a in a case where a value corresponding to
the differential value or a value corresponding to the integral
value of the first reference value a is set as the second
reference value b, a separate sensor may be provided such
that the second reference value b is obtained directly from
the sensor.

Further, a plurality of vibration levels may be calculated
from a combination of different parameters, whereupon the
final vibration level r is determined.

For example, in a case where the value corresponding to
the integral value of the first reference value a is set as the
second reference value b, a value corresponding to the
vibration level r may be determined in accordance with the
procedures described above using the first reference value a
and the second reference value b, and this value may be set
as a first vibration level rl.

In addition, the value corresponding to the differential
value of the first reference value a is set as a third reference
value ¢, whereupon a value corresponding to the vibration
level r is determined in accordance with the procedures
described above using the first reference value a and the
third reference value c rather than the first reference value a
and the second reference value b, and this value is set as a
second vibration level r2.

An average value of the first vibration level rl and the
second vibration level r2 is then calculated by adding
together the first vibration level r1 and the second vibration
level r2 and dividing the result by “2”, and the resulting
average value may be set as the vibration level r.

In a case where the value corresponding to the differential
value of the first reference value a is set as the second
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reference value b, the value corresponding to the integral
value of the first reference value a may be set as the third
reference value c.

The above example will now be described with reference
to FIG. 5. As shown in FIG. 5, orthogonal coordinates in
which the first reference value a is plotted on the abscissa
and the second reference value b and third reference value
¢ are plotted on the ordinate will be considered. A circle H
having a maximum value of the first reference value a as a
radius is indicated in FIG. 5 by a dotted line.

To determine a vibration level of a detection subject
frequency band from among the vibration levels of the
object M, the first reference value a, second reference value
b, and third reference value c are filtered using a band pass
filter, as described above.

In this case, when a deviation occurs between the fre-
quency extracted by the band pass filter and the vibration
frequency of the object M such that the first vibration level
rl takes a value equal to or larger than the maximum value
of the first reference value a, a locus I of the first reference
value a and the second reference value b forms an ellipse
that is larger than the circle H. The second vibration level r2,
on the other hand, takes a value equal to or smaller than the
maximum value of the first reference value a, and therefore
alocus K of the first reference value a and the third reference
value ¢ forms an ellipse that is smaller than the circle H.

In other words, in a condition where the vibration fre-
quency of the object M and the detection subject vibration
frequency do not match, a deviation occurs in the procedures
described above between the angular frequency co used
during the correction and an actual angular frequency w'.

Accordingly, a maximum value of the second reference
value b following adjustment of the second reference value
b corresponding to the integral value of the first reference
value a is w/w' times the maximum value of the first
reference value a, and a maximum value of the third
reference value ¢ corresponding to the differential value of
the first reference value a following adjustment is '/m times
the maximum value of the first reference value a.

Hence, when the first vibration level rl takes a larger
value than the first reference value a, the second vibration
level r2 takes a correspondingly smaller value than the first
reference value a, and therefore, by averaging the first
vibration level rl and the second vibration level r2 in order
to determine the vibration level r, variation in the vibration
level r can be absorbed. In other words, an error in the
vibration level r can be reduced.

The vibration level r can therefore be determined with
stability even when the vibration frequency of the object M
and the detection subject vibration frequency do not match,
and as a result, a favorable detection result can be obtained
in relation to the vibration level r.

Furthermore, when an undulation occurs in the vibration
level r and it is known that noise of a frequency component
twice as large as the vibration frequency of the object M is
superimposed on the vibration level r, the vibration level r
may be filtered using a filter that removes the superimposed
noise.

An example in which the vibration level r is determined
by setting the value corresponding to the integral value of
the first reference value a and the value corresponding to the
differential value of the first reference value as the second
reference value b and the third reference value c, respec-
tively, was described above, but the present invention is not
limited to this example.

For example, a vibration level rl may be determined by
setting the displacement of the object M as the first reference
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value a and setting the speed of the object M as the second
reference value b, whereupon a separate, additional vibra-
tion level 12 is determined by setting the acceleration of the
object M as the first reference value a and setting the
acceleration variation rate of the object M as the second
reference value b.

An average value of the vibration level rl obtained from
the relationship between the displacement and the speed of
the object M and the vibration level r2 obtained from the
relationship between the acceleration and the acceleration
variation rate of the object M may then be determined as the
final vibration level r.

Hence, a plurality of combinations of two parameters
used as the first reference value and the second reference
value may be set, and on the basis of a plurality of vibration
levels obtained from the respective parameters, a value such
as an average value of the respective vibration levels, for
example, may be obtained as the final vibration level r.

Next, an embodiment in which the vibration level detect-
ing unit 1 is applied to a vehicle to detect the vibration level
r of the unsprung member W provided in the vehicle will be
described with reference to FIG. 1.

As shown in FIG. 1, the vibration level detecting unit 1
detects the vibration level r of the unsprung member W. The
vibration level detecting unit 1 obtains the stroke speed Vd
of the damper D, output by the stroke speed detecting unit
2, as the first reference value.

The vibration level detecting unit 1 includes a second
reference value acquiring unit 21 that obtains the value
corresponding to the differential value of the first reference
value as the second reference value, and a third reference
value acquiring unit 22 that obtains the value corresponding
to the integral value of the first reference value as the third
reference value.

Further, the vibration level detecting unit 1 includes a
filter 23 that extracts a resonance frequency component of
the unsprung member W from the first reference value,
second reference value, and third reference value, and an
adjustment unit 24 that adjusts the first reference value,
second reference value, and third reference value relative to
each other. The vibration level detecting unit 1 also includes
a vibration level calculating unit 25 that determines the
vibration level r of the unsprung member W.

It should be noted that since the first reference value is the
stroke speed Vd of the damper D itself, obtained from the
stroke speed detecting unit 2, the stroke speed Vd output by
the stroke speed detecting unit 2 is input as is into the filter
23.

The stroke speed detecting unit 2 includes a stroke sensor
26 that detects a stroke displacement of the damper D, and
a differentiator 27 that calculates the stroke speed Vd of the
damper D by differentiating the stroke displacement of the
damper D, detected by the stroke sensor 26.

The stroke speed detecting unit 2 sets the detected stroke
speed Vd as the first reference value, and outputs the first
reference value to the vibration level detecting unit 1.

It should be noted that since, in this embodiment, the
stroke speed detecting unit 2 is provided in the damper
control apparatus E and the stroke speed Vd detected by the
stroke speed detecting unit 2 is used as the first reference
value, a first reference value acquiring unit for obtaining the
first reference value is not provided in the vibration level
detecting unit 1. However, in a case where a sensor is
attached to the unsprung member W such that the up-down
direction acceleration, speed, or displacement of the
unsprung member W is detected directly and used as the first
reference value, a first reference value acquiring unit for
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obtaining a detection signal output by the sensor as the first
reference value may be provided.

The second reference value acquiring unit 21 determines
a damper acceleration ad, which is a stroke acceleration of
the damper D, by differentiating the first reference value, i.e.
the stroke speed Vd of the damper D, and sets the damper
acceleration ad as the second reference value. The second
reference value acquiring unit 21 then outputs the second
reference value to the filter 23.

The third reference value acquiring unit 22 determines a
damper displacement Xd, which is the stroke displacement
of the damper D, by integrating the first reference value, i.e.
the stroke speed Vd of the damper D, and sets the damper
displacement Xd as the third reference value. It should be
noted that since the damper displacement Xd is also detected
by the stroke sensor 26, the detected damper displacement
Xd may be used as is as the third reference value. The third
reference value acquiring unit 22 outputs the third reference
value to the filter 23.

The filter 23 filters the stroke speed Vd of the damper D
serving as the first reference value, the damper acceleration
ad serving as the second reference value, and the damper
displacement Xd serving as the third reference value. In this
embodiment, the filter 23 extracts only a frequency compo-
nent in the resonance frequency band of the unsprung
member W from the stroke speed Vd, the damper accelera-
tion ad, and the damper displacement Xd of the damper D.
As a result, values corresponding respectively to the stroke
speed Vd, the damper acceleration ad, and the damper
displacement Xd are obtained.

In a case where the first reference value is differentiated
and integrated in order to obtain the second reference value
and the third reference value when determining the displace-
ment, speed, and acceleration of the unsprung member W,
filter processing may be performed using the filter 23 on
only the damper displacement Xd prior to acquisition of the
first reference value.

In other words, filter processing may be performed
directly on the output of the stroke sensor 26, or performed
on the first reference value alone before obtaining the second
reference value and the third reference value. The first
reference value, second reference value, and third reference
value obtained in this manner are then adjusted in the
adjustment unit 24 using the angular frequency co that
matches the resonance frequency of the unsprung member
W.

The vibration level calculating unit 25 calculates the first
vibration level rl from the first reference value and the
second reference value, calculates the second vibration level
r2 from the first reference value and the third reference
value, and determines an average value thereof as the
vibration level r of the unsprung member W. The vibration
level r of the unsprung member W may be determined from
the first reference value and the second reference value
without providing the third reference value acquiring unit
22, but by determining the vibration level r using the third
reference value acquiring unit 22, a more favorable detection
result is obtained in relation to the vibration level r.

In this example, the command value calculating unit 3
adjusts a damping coefficient of the damper D in accordance
with a current amount supplied to the damping force adjust-
ment unit 4. The command value calculating unit 3 deter-
mines a current value I as the control command value to be
applied to the damping force adjustment unit 4 from the
vibration level r determined in the manner described above
and the stroke speed Vd detected by the stroke speed
detecting unit 2. The driving unit 5 includes a PWM (Pulse
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Width Modulation) circuit or the like, for example, and
supplies a current amount corresponding to the current value
1 determined by the command value calculating unit 3 to the
damping force adjustment unit 4.

More specifically, the command value calculating unit 3
holds a plurality of maps representing a relationship between
the stroke speed Vd and the current value I serving as
variable parameters. As shown in FIG. 6, for example, maps
M1 to M4 determined for respective vibration levels r of the
unsprung member W are stored in the command value
calculating unit 3.

The command value calculating unit 3 selects a map on
the basis of the vibration level r calculated by the vibration
level calculating unit 25, and performs a map calculation
from the stroke speed Vd detected by the stroke speed
detecting unit 2 while referring to the selected map. In the
map calculation, the command value calculating unit 3
calculates the current value I associated with the detected
stroke speed Vd from the selected map, and outputs a control
command to the driving unit 5 to cause the driving unit 5 to
output a current corresponding to the current value I to the
damping force adjustment unit 4.

The plurality of maps held by the command value calcu-
lating unit 3 are basically set such that as the vibration level
r increases, an incline of a characteristic between the control
command value relating to the damper D and the stroke
speed Vd steadily increases.

More specifically, the vibration level r is classified as
“high”, “medium”, “low”, and “0” according to the magni-
tude of the vibration level r, and maps corresponding to the
respective classifications are prepared.

For example, when the detected vibration level r is
classified as “high”, the command value calculating unit 3
selects the map M1 corresponding to the “high” classifica-
tion from the group of maps M1 to M4 shown in FIG. 6, and
determines the current value I serving as the control com-
mand value from the stroke speed Vd using the selected map
Ml.

Similarly, when the vibration level r is classified as
“medium”, the command value calculating unit 3 selects the
map M2 corresponding to the “medium” classification from
the group of maps, and determines the current value I from
the stroke speed Vd using the selected map M2.

Further, when the vibration level r is classified as “low”,
the command value calculating unit 3 selects the map M3
corresponding to the “low” classification from the group of
maps, and determines the current value I from the stroke
speed Vd using the selected map M3.

Furthermore, when the vibration level r is classified as
“0”, the command value calculating unit 3 selects the map
M4 corresponding to the “0” classification from the group of
maps, and determines the current value I from the stroke
speed Vd using the selected map M4.

The classifications of the vibration level r may be set as
desired. For example, the vibration level r may be set in the
“0” classification when the value thereof is 0, in the “low”
classification when the value thereof is 0<r<0.3, in the
“medium” classification when the value thereof is
0.3=r<0.6, and in the “high” classification when the value
thereof is 0.6=r.

Alternatively, instead of classifying the vibration level r,
maps from which optimum current values [ can be deter-
mined may be prepared in advance respectively for cases in
which the vibration level r is “0”, “0.17, “0.3”, and “0.6”, for
example.

For example, when the vibration level r is 0.4, the current
value I may be determined by performing a linear interpo-

40

45

60

65

12

lation using two maps, namely the optimum map when the
vibration level r is “0.3” and the optimum map when the
vibration level r is “0.6”. In other words, current values 1
may be determined respectively from the maps for the 0.3
vibration level and the 0.6 vibration level, and the current
value I for a vibration level r of 0.4 may then be determined
from these current values I.

Further, on the maps M1, M2, M3, M4, a contraction side
characteristic of the damper D, in which the stroke speed Vd
takes a positive value, and an expansion side characteristic
of the damper D, in which the stroke speed Vd takes a
negative value, are asymmetrical.

Furthermore, in an expansion side range and a contraction
side range of the maps M1, M2, M3, the incline of the map
is set to increase steadily as the vibration level r increases.
Moreover, the current value I (a value of an intercept on the
characteristic lines of the maps M1, M2, M3) of the map in
a case where the stroke speed Vd is O is set to become
steadily larger as the vibration level r increases.

The maps M1, M2, M3, M4 may be set such that the
contraction side characteristic of the damper D, in which the
stroke speed Vd takes a positive value, and the expansion
side characteristic of the damper D, in which the stroke
speed Vd takes a negative value, are symmetrical. The maps
M1, M2, M3, M4 may be set optimally in accordance with
the vehicle in which the damper control apparatus E is
installed.

Further, the map M3 is used in a condition where the
vibration level r is small such that the damper D vibrates
slightly. On the map M3, the current value I is set at a
predetermined value larger than that of the other maps such
as the map M2 so that when the stroke speed Vd is in
transition in the vicinity of O (zero), the damper D is actively
caused to generate a damping force. In so doing, throbbing
vibration of the unsprung member W can be sufficiently
suppressed. As a result, throbbing vibration is not transmit-
ted to vehicle passengers.

The map M4 is selected when the vibration level r is 0. If
the current value I is set similarly to that of the map M3
when the vibration level r is 0, the damping force generated
when the stroke speed Vd of the damper D is in the vicinity
of 0 becomes too large, and as a result, a jiggling is
transmitted to the vehicle passengers, leading to a reduction
in passenger comfort. The jiggling is constituted by small
up-down vibratory movements caused by overdamping in a
frequency band between sprung mass resonance and
unsprung mass resonance.

To solve this problem, on the map M4, the current value
I employed when the stroke speed Vd is in the vicinity of 0
is set at a predetermined value at which this jiggling can be
suppressed, or in other words at a smaller current value than
that of the map M3.

Hence, the command value calculating unit 3 calculates
the current value [ serving as the control command value for
the damper D on the basis of the vibration level r and the
stroke speed Vd by referring to the maps M1 to M4, and
outputs the calculated current value I to the driving unit 5.
The driving unit 5 supplies a current to the damping force
adjustment unit 4 of the damper D in accordance with the
current value 1.

The damping force adjustment unit 4 adjusts the damping
coefficient of the damper D upon reception of a current
amount corresponding to the current value I from the driving
unit 5. As a result, a damping force can be generated by the
damper D in accordance with the stroke speed Vd.

The damping force of the damper D is controlled by the
damper control apparatus E in the manner described above.
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Moreover, the vibration level detecting unit 1 of the damper
control apparatus E can detect the vibration level r in a
timely fashion and in real time. As a result, a time delay
between the occurrence of vibration in the object and
detection of the vibration level r can be reduced, and
therefore the damper control apparatus E is sufficiently
suitable for use in suppressing vehicle vibration.

As described above, the damper control apparatus E
controls the damping force of the damper D by selecting the
map M1, M2, M3, M4 in accordance with the magnitude of
the vibration level r of the unsprung member W, and
determining the current value I to be applied to the damping
force adjustment unit 4 from the selected map and the stroke
speed Vd. In so doing, as shown in FIG. 7, for example, the
damper control apparatus E can cause the damper D to
generate a damping force having an optimum damping
characteristic in accordance with the vibration level r.

A characteristic indicated by a solid line in FIG. 7 is a
damping characteristic obtained when the map M1 is
selected, and a characteristic indicated by a dotted line in
FIG. 7 is a damping characteristic obtained when the map
M2 is selected. Further, a characteristic indicated by a
dot-dash line in FIG. 7 is a damping characteristic obtained
when the map M3 is selected, and a characteristic indicated
by a dot-dot-dash line in FIG. 7 is a damping characteristic
obtained when the map M4 is selected.

When the vibration level r is low, medium, or high, the
damping coefficient increases in accordance with the mag-
nitude of the vibration level r such that the damping char-
acteristic of the damper D is optimum for the vibration level
r. Additionally, a damping force obtained when an absolute
value of the stroke speed Vd is in the vicinity of 0 decreases
as the vibration level r increases, and therefore the passenger
comfort of the vehicle can be improved while avoiding rapid
variation in the damping force during a switch in the damper
D between expansion and contraction.

Furthermore, in a condition where the vibration level r is
small such that the damper D vibrates slightly, the map M3
is selected so that when the stroke speed Vd is in transition
in the vicinity of 0, the damping force generated by the
damper D is increased. In so doing, throbbing vibration in
the unsprung member W can be suppressed sufficiently so
that throbbing vibration is not transmitted to the vehicle
passengers. Moreover, when the vibration level r is 0, the
map M4 is selected such that the current value I is sup-
pressed, and therefore a jiggling in a lower frequency band
than the throbbing vibration is not transmitted to the vehicle
passengers. As a result, a reduction in passenger comfort
does not occur.

As described above, the damper control apparatus E
includes the vibration level detecting unit 1 configured to
detect the vibration level r, the vibration level r serving as
the magnitude of the vibration of the unsprung member W,
the stroke speed detecting unit 2 configured to detect the
stroke speed Vd of the damper D, and the command value
calculating unit 3 that determines the control command
value I on the basis of the vibration level r and the stroke
speed Vd.

Accordingly, an optimum control command value can be
determined in accordance with the magnitude of the vibra-
tion, and damping force control corresponding to the mag-
nitude of the vibration of the unsprung member W can be
performed. As a result, passenger comfort in the vehicle can
be improved.

Further, with the damper control apparatus E according to
this embodiment, when the vibration level r is high, the
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incline of the characteristic between the control command
value and the stroke speed Vd increases.

Accordingly, the control command value generated when
the stroke speed Vd is in the vicinity of O decreases, and
therefore rapid variation in the damping force during a
switch in the damper D between expansion and contraction
can be alleviated. Hence, noise generated in a vehicle cabin
when vibration is applied to a vehicle body, as well as shock
exerted on the vehicle body, can be avoided so that the
vehicle passengers do not experience discomfort. As a result,
the passenger comfort of the vehicle can be improved even
further.

Furthermore, with the damper control apparatus E accord-
ing to this embodiment, as the vibration level r decreases, the
incline of the characteristic between the control command
value and the stroke speed Vd decreases, and therefore the
vibration of the unsprung member W can be damped reliably
when the stroke speed Vd increases, leading to an increase
in the vibration level r. Conversely, in a case where the
vibration level r is high, the damping force of the damper D
does not become excessively large when the stroke speed Vd
is in a low speed region, and when the stroke speed Vd is in
a high speed region, passenger comfort in the vehicle can be
improved.

Moreover, the damper control apparatus E is configured to
hold the plurality of maps each representing the relationship
between the current value I serving as the control command
value and the stroke speed Vd in this embodiment. The
command value calculating unit 3 selects one or two maps
from the plurality of maps on the basis of the vibration level
r, and determines the current value I on the basis of the
selected map and the stroke speed Vd. As a result, the current
value I serving as the control command value can be
determined extremely easily.

Furthermore, to ensure, as a failsafe, that a certain degree
of damping force is generated when the current value
supplied to the damping force adjustment unit 4 is 0, the
damping force adjustment unit 4 may be designed so that a
relationship between the value of the current actually sup-
plied to the damping force adjustment unit 4 and the
damping coefficient of the damper D is as shown in FIG. 8,
for example.

In FIG. 8, this relationship is set so that when the current
value is 0, the damping coeflicient takes a larger value than
0, when the current value is 11, the damping coefficient takes
a minimum value, and in a range where the current value
exceeds i1, the damping coefficient increases in proportion
with the amount by which the current value exceeds il.

The current value I employed when the vibration level r
is 0 may be determined at a value equal to or greater than the
current value il after checking a balance between the current
value I and the comfort of the vehicle passengers, and a map
having an intercept according to which the current value I
increases as the vibration level r increases may be set from
the determined current value. Further, in a case where the
damping coefficient of the damper D is reduced steadily as
the current amount supplied to the damping force adjustment
unit 4 increases, a map on which the current value I
decreases as the vibration level r increases may be set. In
other words, the maps may be set as desired in accordance
with the design of the damping force adjustment unit 4.

Although not shown in the figures, it should be noted that
the damper control apparatus E according to this embodi-
ment includes, as hardware resources, an A/D converter for
taking in the signals output by the sensor units, and a storage
apparatus such as a ROM (Read Only Memory) storing a
program used in the processing required to detect the
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vibration level r and calculate the current value I, for
example. The damper control apparatus E may further
include a calculation apparatus such as a CPU (Central
Processing Unit) that executes the processing based on the
program, and a storage apparatus such as a RAM (Random
Access Memory) that provides the CPU with a storage area.
Operations of the vibration level detecting unit 1 and the
command value calculating unit 3 may be realized by having
the CPU of the damper control apparatus E execute the
program.

In the above description, the current value I applied to the
damping force adjustment unit 4 is used as the control
command value, but a damping force target value to be
generated by the damper D may be used as the control
command value instead. In this case, the damper D may be
caused to generate a damping force corresponding to the
damping force target value by converting the damping force
target value into a current command and applying the current
command to the damping force adjustment unit 4. In this
case, a relationship between the stroke speed and the damp-
ing force target value may be plotted on a map and used in
place of the map representing the relationship between the
stroke speed and the control command value.

Furthermore, in the above description, the control com-
mand value is determined using a map, but the control
command value may be determined using a function having
the vibration level r and the stroke speed Vd as parameters.
In this case, the damper control apparatus E need not execute
a map calculation, and therefore the plurality of maps
representing the relationship between the control command
value and the stroke speed Vd need not be held in the damper
control apparatus E.

Alternatively, the vibration level r of the unsprung mem-
ber W may be detected by providing the stroke sensor 26 in
the damper D, as shown in FIG. 1, for example, and setting
one parameter from the relative displacement between the
cylinder 12 and the piston rod 14, detected by the stroke
sensor 26, a relative speed obtained by differentiating the
relative displacement, and a relative acceleration obtained
by differentiating the relative speed as the first reference
value a. Then, by extracting a component that matches the
resonance frequency of the unsprung member W from the
first reference value a using the filter 23, one of the dis-
placement, the speed, and the acceleration of the unsprung
member W in the up-down direction can be obtained.
Furthermore, a sensor may be attached to the unsprung
member W such that the up-down direction acceleration of
the unsprung member W is detected directly, and this
acceleration may be used to determine the first reference
value.

When detecting the vibration level r of the unsprung
member W, the third reference value may be obtained on the
basis of the first reference value in addition to the first
reference value and the second reference value. The final
vibration level r may then be determined by calculating the
first vibration level on the basis of the first reference value
and the second reference value and calculating the second
vibration level on the basis of the first reference value and
the third reference value.

An embodiment of the present invention was described
above, but the above embodiment is merely one example of
an application of the present invention, and the technical
scope of the present invention is not limited to the specific
configurations of the above embodiment.
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This application claims priority based on Tokugan 2013-
050130, filed with the Japan Patent Office on Mar. 13, 2013,
the entire contents of which are incorporated into this
specification by reference.

The invention claimed is:

1. A damper control apparatus for damping vibration of an
unsprung member by controlling a damping force of a
damper in a vehicle, the damper being interposed between a
sprung member and the unsprung member, the damper
control apparatus comprising:

a vibration level detecting unit configured to detect a
vibration level, the vibration level serving as a magni-
tude of vibration of the unsprung member;

a stroke speed detecting unit configured to detect a stroke
speed of the damper;

a command value calculating unit configured to so deter-
mine a control command value that an incline of a
characteristic line between the control command value
and the stroke speed of the damper increases as the
vibration of the unsprung member increases, the con-
trol command value being a command value for con-
trolling the damping force of the damper; and

a driving circuit configured to output current to control the
damping force in accordance with the control command
value determined by the command value calculating
unit.

2. The damper control apparatus as defined in claim 1,
wherein the damper control apparatus is configured to hold
a plurality of maps each representing a relationship between
the control command value and the stroke speed, and

wherein the command value calculating unit selects a map
from the plurality of maps on the basis of the vibration
level of the unsprung member, and determines the
control command value on the basis of the selected map
and the stroke speed detected by the stroke speed
detecting unit.

3. The damper control apparatus as defined in claim 1,
wherein the vibration level detecting unit includes:

a first reference value acquiring unit configured to obtain

a value of one parameter from at least a displacement,
a speed, and an acceleration of the unsprung member as
a first reference value;

a second reference value acquiring unit configured to
obtain a second reference value, the second reference
value corresponding to a differential value or an inte-
gral value of the first reference value obtained by the
first reference value acquiring unit; and

a vibration level calculating unit configured to determine
the vibration level of the unsprung member on the basis
of the first reference value and the second reference
value.

4. The damper control apparatus as defined in claim 3,
wherein the vibration level calculating unit determines the
vibration level on the basis of a value from which a length
of a resultant vector can be recognized, the resultant vector
being obtained on the basis of the first reference value and
the second reference value when the first reference value and
the second reference value are plotted on orthogonal coor-
dinates.

5. A damper control apparatus for damping vibration of an
unsprung member by controlling a damping force of a
damper in a vehicle, the damper being interposed between a
sprung member and the unsprung member, the damper
control apparatus comprising:

a vibration level sensor configured to detect a vibration

level, the vibration level serving as a magnitude of
vibration of the unsprung member;
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a stroke speed sensor configured to detect a stroke speed
of the damper;

a central processing unit (CPU) configured to so deter-
mine a control command value that an incline of a
characteristic line between the control command value
and the stroke speed of the damper increases as the
vibration of the unsprung member increases, the con-
trol command value being a command value for con-
trolling the damping force of the damper; and

a driving circuit configured to output current to control the
damping force in accordance with the control command
value determined by the CPU.

6. The damper control apparatus as defined in claim 5,

wherein

the damper control apparatus is configured to hold a
plurality of maps each representing a relationship
between the control command value and the stroke
speed, and

the CPU selects a map from the plurality of maps on the
basis of the vibration level of the unsprung member,
and determines the control command value on the basis
of' the selected map and the stroke speed detected by the
stroke speed sensor.

7. The damper control apparatus as defined in claim 5,

wherein
the vibration level sensor includes
a first reference value sensor configured to obtain a
value of one parameter from at least a displacement,
a speed, and an acceleration of the unsprung member
as a first reference value, and

a second reference value sensor configured to obtain a
second reference value, the second reference value
corresponding to a differential value or an integral
value of the first reference value obtained by the first
reference value sensor; and

the CPU is configured to determine the vibration level of
the unsprung member on the basis of the first reference
value and the second reference value.

8. The damper control apparatus as defined in claim 7,
wherein the CPU determines the vibration level on the basis
of a value from which a length of a resultant vector can be
recognized, the resultant vector being obtained on the basis
of the first reference value and the second reference value
when the first reference value and the second reference value
are plotted on orthogonal coordinates.

9. A damper control apparatus for damping vibration of an
unsprung member by controlling a damping force of a
damper in a vehicle, the damper being interposed between a
sprung member and the unsprung member, the damper
control apparatus comprising:

a vibration level sensor configured to detect a vibration

level, the vibration level serving as a magnitude of
vibration of the unsprung member;
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a stroke speed sensor configured to detect a stroke speed
of the damper;

a central processing unit (CPU) configured to determine a
control command value on the basis of the vibration
level of the unsprung member and the stroke speed of
the damper, the control command value being a com-
mand value for controlling the damping force of the
damper; and

a driving circuit configured to output current to control the
damping force in accordance with the control command
value determined by the CPU.

10. The damper control apparatus as defined in claim 9,
wherein

the damper control apparatus is configured to hold a
plurality of maps each representing a relationship
between the control command value and the stroke
speed, and

the CPU selects a map from the plurality of maps on the
basis of the vibration level of the unsprung member,
and determines the control command value on the basis
of the selected map and the stroke speed detected by the
stroke speed sensor.

11. The damper control apparatus as defined in claim 9,
wherein

the vibration level sensor includes

a first reference value sensor configured to obtain a value
of one parameter from at least a displacement, a speed,
and an acceleration of the unsprung member as a first
reference value, and

a second reference value sensor configured to obtain a
second reference value, the second reference value
corresponding to a differential value or an integral
value of the first reference value obtained by the first
reference value sensor; and

the CPU is configured to determine the vibration level of
the unsprung member on the basis of the first reference
value and the second reference value.

12. The damper control apparatus as defined in claim 11,
wherein the CPU determines the vibration level on the basis
of a value from which a length of a resultant vector can be
recognized, the resultant vector being obtained on the basis
of the first reference value and the second reference value
when the first reference value and the second reference value
are plotted on orthogonal coordinates.

13. The damper control apparatus as defined in claim 9,
wherein the CPU determines the control command value so
that an incline of a characteristic line between the control
command value and the stroke speed of the damper
increases as the vibration of the unsprung member increases.
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